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Members Present 
Steve Fuchs – Chairman 
Richard McDonald – Vice-Chairman 
Stanley Friedman 
Jeffery White 
Mitchell St. Clair  
Sam Barrow – Alternate 
Wali Saleem - Alternate 

Members Not Present 
Mitchell St. Clair 
Others Present 

Mike Dail, Community and Cultural Services Director 
Glen Moore, Planning Administrator 

Holli Tetterton, Administrative Support Specialist 

 
I. Opening of the meeting 

II. Invocation 

1. Chairman Steve Fuchs led a moment of silence. 

III. Roll Call 

1. Staff took a silent roll call.  All members were present except for Mitchell St. Clair. Alternate 
Sam Barrow will be voting in his place.  

IV. Wali Saleem Swearing Oath of Office 

o Staff asked Wali Saleem to stand and raise his right hand and repeat the following oath:  

o I, Wali Saleem, do solemnly swear that I will support and maintain the Constitution and 

laws of the United States, and the Constitution and laws of North Carolina not 

inconsistent therewith, and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of my office as a 

member of the Board of Adjustment of the City of Washington, North Carolina, So Help 

Me God.” (North Carolina Constitution, Article VI, Section 7) 

o He signed the Oath of Office and it was notarized by Staff.  

V. Old Business 

1. None 

VI. New Business 

1. A Special Use Permit request has been made by Castle Island, LLC for a Microbrewery at 189 
West Main Street. Parcel No.: 5675-78-9150 

o Chairman Fuchs, all of those who would like to speak in favor or against this request 
please come forward and Staff will swear you in.  

o Staff swore in Daniel Beedle, Director of Operations for Mulberry House Micro-Brewery.   

o Mr. Beedle, the special use request is for a microbrewery to open up in the downtown 
area of Washington. Our goal is to bring business, tax revenue dollars, and add an amenity 
to the already rich culture.  

o Chairman Fuchs, are you going to make the beer onsite? Mr. Beedle, yes, we will make 
the beer onsite. It is going to be all grain milled. We will do all of our own grain milling on 
site and fermenting on site. We will be doing a small amount. We imagine max capacity 
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will be 300 barrels per year for production. This will be served on the property. We will 
have three flagships and then alternate doing different beers throughout the year. We do 
want to participate in some special events. We’re getting special permits for those, as 
well as doing stuff in the park where allowed. We are going to be very responsible. We 
have our own slug plan so that none of the water is going into the City municipality, as far 
as any kind of overly acidic caustic solutions or any highly sugared beer disrupting the 
bacterial flow of the processing centers. We will be recycling pretty much everything that 
we bring on. All of our malt will be given directly to farms for compost. This is part of our 
ongoing program that we have for all of our coffee usage as well.  

o Chairman Fuchs, how many gallons a week or a month will you be producing? Mr. Beedle, 
that is 300 barrels per year divided by 52, or about six per week. It takes two to three 
weeks for us to produce a batch. We have a three-barrel system. So, essentially, every 
two to three weeks we will be doing six barrels.  

o Chairman Fuchs, how many gallons does a barrel hold? Mr. Beedle, our system hold will 
hold 155 gallons. Chairman Fuchs, so that will be six barrels that are 155 gallons total? 
Mr. Beedle, yes. Chairman Fuchs, that will be about 26 gallons per barrel.  

o Chairman Fuchs, will you serve food also? Mr. Beedle, yes we will serve full food. That is 
one of the primary parts of our business. We have two production kitchens. We will be 
serving food from seven o’clock in the morning until eleven o’clock at night. Obviously, 
we will not be serving alcohol that early.  

o Chairman Fuchs, what are your hours of operation? Mr. Beedle, the hours of operation 
are 7:00 AM-11:00PM. It might fluctuate a little. Friday and Saturday may be open a little 
later.   Chairman Fuchs, so you will be open every day? Mr. Beedle, yes, every single day. 
It will eventually be a hotel as well. It will then be open 24 hours a day with an attendant 
on the property. The restaurant and bar facilities will be shut down and under lock, but 
there will be someone there attending to the facility. 

o Chairman Fuchs, will there be any outside dining? Mr. Beedle, we do have a covered patio 
area. There will be drinking on the property. We have a small step down area from the 
patio to a terrace. There will be no alcohol consumed anywhere else outside of that area.  

o Chairman Fuchs, will alcohol be sold to take off the premises. Mr. Beedle, no.  

o Chairman Fuchs, how many employees do you think you will have? Mr. Beedle, the max 
would be under 50. We currently have 39 employees. Even with the expanse of the 
business to the hotel, we are thinking 50 max. It might get up to 60, but we’re thinking 
50. 

o Chairman Fuchs asked if the Board had any questions.  

o Mr. Friedman, as you know parking is a premium downtown. What do you plan to do as 
far as your employees are concerned and people coming there? Mr. Beedle, this has 
actually been a topic of conversation as far as what we have had to deal with. We have 
talked to Jonathan Russell extensively on what the City plans to offer as far as additional 
parking. In terms of immediate resources, we have an electric golf cart. We’re telling all 
of our employees to park far away from the waterfront itself because that is premium 
guest parking. The golf cart will pick them up and drop them off at their car. I personally 
walk to work.  

o Mr. Barrow, staff is there a requirement for parking? Staff, there is no requirement for 
parking in B1H.  



 

Revised September 1, 2021                                                                                                                                                              Page 3 of 5 
 

 

o Chairman Fuchs, will there be other alcohol sold, like liquor? Mr. Beedle, yes, we do 
cocktails as well.  

o Mr. White, all of your permits have been obtained? Mr. Beedle, that is correct.  

o Mr. Friedman, did you know that you will be the second hotel named Mulberry 
downtown? Mr. Beedle, yes we do. We are very happy to pass on that tradition. That is 
exactly why we named it that.  

o Mr. Barrow, I will say to the Board that I ate at the restaurant the other day. It is a very 
nice setting. It was packed in there. Many people were in there. I didn’t have any issue 
with parking. Why didn’t this come to the Board prior to this? You were kind of taking a 
chance that we would approve it with having a dedicated space for it within the 
restaurant. Mr. Beedle, I totally hear what you are saying in the sense that we didn’t take 
the precautionary of asking the Board first. For my own personal part, I was actually told 
this was done. I think it was probably a miscommunication between the ownership and 
me. They’re centralized in Raleigh, Durham, and Belhaven. I think it was just an oversight.  

o Chairman Fuchs, are you going to have live music? Mr. Beedle, we are going to have live 
music on the rooftop, but it will be within the City ordinance. Chairman Fuchs, are you 
familiar with the new noise ordinance that has been proposed to City Council? Mr. Beedle, 
yes. Being on the rooftop, we’re going to be extra sensitive to that because sound carries. 
If the whole city can hear it then we might do some inside downstairs. We will be 
exploring that.  

o Mr. Barrow, will the rooftop be open to hotel guest only? Mr. Beedle, that will be open 
to the public and be available for private events. The upstairs area has the capacity for 
around 150 people. 50 people all year round in an inside enclosure and then 100 
additional people on the rooftop deck. Cameras are our biggest thing. We are looking to 
get security directly for the rooftop, especially if we are going to do music. We would very 
much like to control the nature and make sure that no incidences occur. Mr. Barrow, is 
the rooftop open yet? Mr. Beedle, no that won’t be open until the grand opening, which 
is October 2, 2021. 

o Mr. Friedman, do you have an elevator? Mr. Beedle, we do have an elevator. We ordered 
one about 40 weeks ago. We are still waiting on shipping. We have purchased one, it is 
being shipped, and it will be built in our restaurant I think in early September. We have 
the shaft, all of the permits, and everything completely ready to go for that. With COVID 
there have been a lot of shipping delays.  

o Chairman Fuchs asked if the Board had any more questions. There were none. 

o Chairman Fuchs opened the Public Hearing. 

o Chairman Fuchs asked if anyone would like to speak in favor or in opposition to this 

request. There were no comments. 

o Chairman Fuchs closed the Public Hearing. 

o Chairman Fuchs asked Staff for the Findings of Fact. 

o Staff, required notices were sent out to adjacent property owners on July 30, 2021.The 

public hearing notice for today was advertised on July 31, 2021. The existing building is 

located on the south side of West Main Street. The applicant intends to operate a 

microbrewery in conjunction with the newly opened Mulberry Restaurant. TRC 

Comments: A building permit is required prior to any construction. All exterior 
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modification work will require a Certificate of Appropriateness from the Historical 

Commission. The general criteria for a special use permit, Section 40-115 (a)-(l), and the 

specific criteria for microbrewery, Section 40-120 (tt) (1)-(5), must be met. The 

application submitted does comply with these requirements. As mentioned earlier, 

there was a miscommunication. The developer was recently a part of a text amendment 

that we did two or three years ago to allow a Micro-Brewery as a Special Use in B1H. 

They took that as their approval, but it was just a text amendment.  

o Chairman Fuchs, in Section 40-120 (tt), it talks about an annual review by the Director of 

Planning and Development, creating a Staff Report, and presenting the report to the 

Board of Adjustment. Are we doing that on all the microbreweries in town? Staff, this is 

some of our new text that we just adopted under 160D. Chairman Fuchs, will you be 

coming up with a calendar to do all this stuff and has the Director been made aware? It 

seems like a lot more work for somebody to do and I am just wondering how that will be 

approached. Mike Dail, Community and Cultural Services Director, this is language that 

was brought over from Greenville’s ordinance. We can have an annual review if you 

want to. A lot of times it’s just going to be saying that everything is fine. It’s really just to 

put them on notice that if there are any problems we can do a walk through. Chairman 

Fuchs, so if there is a problem the Director will come to the Board with a Staff Report 

and the Board of Adjustment could determine to have a rehearing on this Special Use 

Permit? Mr. Dail, yes, and you can do that on any. Sometimes having language like that 

makes the Board feel more comfortable. Chairman Fuchs, I just wanted to make sure 

that we addressed that with the applicant. There is some other language in here that 

could affect you a year from now.  

o Mr. Barrow, in Staff’s opinion is the microbrewery an accessory use to the restaurant? 

Staff, yes, the microbrewery will be an accessory to the restaurant. 

o Chairman Fuchs asked if the Board had any more questions, concerns, or comments. 

There were none.  

o Chairman Fuchs asked for a motion.  

 Vice-Chairman Richard McDonald made the motion, based upon the Findings of Fact 
that this request meets both the General Criteria for the issuance of a Special Use 
Permit as found in Section 40-115 and the specific criteria as found in Section 40-
120(tt) of the City of Washington Zoning Ordinance, I move that the Board grant the 
request for Special Use Permit to operate a Micro-Brewery at 189 West Main Street 
based on the aforementioned Findings of Fact (a)-(l), and (1)-(5). Sam Barrow 
seconded the motion. Members voted, 5 in favor and 0 opposed. The motion passed. 
Record of vote below. 

 Record of vote. 

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 

X  Steve Fuchs – Chairman  

X  Richard McDonald–Vice-Chairman Made the Motion 

X  Stanley Friedman  

X  Jeffery White   

--- --- Mitchell St. Clair - Absent  
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--- --- Wali Saleem – Alternate  

X  Sam Barrow – Alternate 2nd the Motion 

 

I. Other Business 

o Virtual Training – we will have a virtual training from the UNC School of Government on 
Monday, September 13, 2021 from 5:30pm-8:00pm.  

 

IX. Approval of Minutes- July 15, 2021 

1. Correction to Minutes 
 
o Chairman Fuchs asked if anyone had any corrections, additions, or deletions to the minutes 

of the meeting from July 15, 2021. There were none.  

o Chairman Fuchs asked for a motion.  
 

 Jeffery White made a motion to approve the July 15, 2021 minutes.  Stanley 
Freidman seconded the motion all voted.  5 in favor and 0 opposed. The motion 
passed. Record of vote below. 

 Record of vote. 

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 

X  Steve Fuchs – Chairman  

X  Richard McDonald–Vice-Chairman  

X  Stanley Freidman 2nd the Motion 

X  Jeffery White  Made the Motion 

--- --- Mitchell St. Clair - Absent  

--- --- Wali Saleem – Alternate  

X  Sam Barrow – Alternate  

 

X. Adjourn 

o There being no other business, Chairman Fuchs asked for a motion to adjourn.  

 

 Jeffery White made a motion to adjourn. Sam Barrow seconded the motion and all 
voted.  5 in favor and 0 opposed. The motion passed.  Record of vote below. 

 Record of vote. 
  

 YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 

X  Steve Fuchs – Chairman  

X  Richard McDonald–Vice-Chairman  

X  Stanley Freidman  

X  Jeffery White  Made the Motion 

--- --- Mitchell St. Clair - Absent  

--- --- Wali Saleem – Alternate  

X  Sam Barrow – Alternate 2nd the Motion 


